
 
HOW TO MAKE A DECISION TO 

MOVE TO A RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
 

BE HONEST WITH YOURSELVES AND OTHERS 
Have a conversation about moving to a retirement village with your husband/wife, partner, friends, 
mentor, or anyone else you trust to hear about your dreams and reasoning. 
Use the conversation to tease out why you want to move to a Retirement Village.  What’s most important 
to you and what bothers you about your current property or lifestyle. 

Once you know your priorities, you’ll be able to plan a solution that addresses them. Don’t plan for the 
‘dream’ you, plan for the actual you. It’s ok to aspire to change your behaviour along with a new property, 
but you’ll inevitably be disappointed if you’re not grounded in reality. 

Advantages of moving to a Retirement Village can include increased cash flow (depending on the market), 
more time, lower utility costs and less stress. Disadvantages can include less privacy, the effort required to 
start in a new area and make new relationships, reduction in your possessions and less room for guests. 
One person’s pro is another’s con, so stay true to your needs, not some mystical ideal. Here at Waterford 
we have a community centre and function room which is available free of charge for use by residents.  You 
then have the room to entertain friends and family for those special occasions. 

MAKE A LIST OF ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 
Here at Waterford we have homes to suit everyone: large and small.  The homes are in primarily two 
designs - Cottage and Villa and range from 130 to 208 square metres.  So, if you are wanting to downsize, 
you can, or it’s possible to enjoy a home with 3 bedrooms but live in a Retirement Village atmosphere. 
Some people downsize into a ‘tree’ or ‘sea’ change and end up regretting it.  Our advice is to be ruthlessly 
honest with yourself about what matters most to you. 
If you are worried about maintenance, we have the answer.   A large majority of maintenance issues are 
taken care of by the Residents Maintenance fund which you will contribute to on a monthly basis. We 
consider we have one of the lowest maintenance fees in the state. 

If you are worried about missing your garden why not choose some plants you want to take with you to 
your new home.  Here at Waterford Estate we take care of gardening in the community areas and front 
yards.  So, as long as you don’t diminish the look of the house/unit you are trying to sell why not save some 
money by utilising some of the plants you already have nurtured. You have the opportunity to put your 
favourite plants in your back yard if that is what you want. 

RUN THE NUMBERS 
How much would it cost you to sell up or move from where you are living now? Are things more expensive 
in the area you’re likely to move to? Murray Bridge is a very affordable town in which to live. 
 
Seek good, sound financial advice if you need help.  Don’t skimp on this area, you could save substantial 
money by getting the right advice.  

Our team here at Waterford will give you all the information we can to support you by calling Peter or Sam 
on 8531 3630 or 0415 308 940.   We want you to be happy, secure and completely comfortable to join us 
on the beautiful River Murray.  


